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as a prime mover of any machinery constructed by ingenious mortals.     The extraordinary variety and multiformity of polytheism largely represents the endeavours of the vagrant imagination of the people, much aided by priests and other astute leaders of society, to bring their religious ideas into working  correspondence with  their earthly needs.   Discoveries of social utility are brought out as revelations from on high; and necessary changes in the way of life, for good or for bad, are shown to be distinctly  ordained;  while, as all  the  credit is  given to theology, it is easy to see what enormous influence that science continues, so long as its position is unchallenged, to accumulate.   Conite has noticed, with remarkable insight into the minds of primitive people, the manner in which a religious belief adapts itself to genuine social and political needs; and personal observation proves that this goes on rapidly and incessantly in the loose incoherent formations of the earliest types.    As the state of society improves, the religious beliefs seem to develop themselves by a sort of natural selection.   We may here put aside mere ritual, and the innumerable forms of worship, which are only devices for propitiating the unseen, and which continue to be used, like the post-office, just as long as people have reason to believe that their messages arrive and are answered, but no longer.    The early religious beliefs are not only propitiatory, but contain rules of conduct by which a man is to be guided in all circumstances of   his existence, the main difference between earlier and later religion being that the first looks almost as entirely to man's material as the second does to his spiritual well-being.    And as it has been  truly remarked in regard  to the latest forms of